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1. I HAD A LONG TALK WITH ROVIRA AFTERNOON JUNE 26. OUR MEETING 
WHICH HAD BEEN PLANNED FOR YESTERDAY HAD BEEN POSTPONED AS 
A NATIONAL DEFENSE COUNCIL MEETING HAD BEEN CALLED FOR THAT 
SAME AFTERNOON. ROVIRA INDICATED THAT NATIONAL DEFENSE COUNCIL 
UNDER CHAIRMANSHIP OF PRIME MINISTER ARIAS HAD DEVOTED SOMEWHAT 
OVER THREE HOURS TO A DISCUSSION OF THE BASE NEGOTIATIONS, RE- 
CEIVING ROVIRA'S REPORT ON RECENT WASHINGTON ROUND. AND 
PREPARING INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE ROUND IN MADRID NEXT WEEK. 

2. WITH RESPECT TO PARA 5, REF (B ). ROVIRA SAID HE WOULD 
LIKE TO HAVE A PRIVATE MEETING WITH YOU ON JUNE 30 AT 1 1 :()() 

A.M. WITH REGARD TO A STEERING COMMITTEE MEETING LATER THAT 
MORNING, HE SAID THAT HE WISHED TO DISCUSS THIS WITH HIS DELEGATION 
JUNE 27 AND WOULD LET ME KNOW HIS VIEWS IMMEDIATELY THERAFTER 
WHICH I WILL PASS ON TO YOU. (INCIDENTALLY, THANK YOU FOR SUGGESTING 
THAT I BE ON THE STEERING COMMITTEE WHILE YOU ARE IN MADRID. 

1 SHALL LOOK FORWARD TO ATTENDING THESE MEETINGS. ROVIRA 
MENTIONED THIS TO ME AND SAID THAT UNDER THE CIRCUMSTANCES HE 
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WOULD INCLUDE ALBA IN STEERING COMMITTEE MEETINGS IN WASHINGTON.) 
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ROVIRA THOUGHT IT WOULD BE USEFUL TO HAVE A PLENARY SESSION ON 
THE AFTERNOON OF JUNE 30, FOLLOWING MY LUNCH FOR THE TWO 
DELEGATIONS. ROVIRA SAID THAT HE WAS THINKING OF HAVING THIS 
ROUND GO THROUGH JULY 3. HE ALSO INDICATED HIS AVAILABILITY 
FOR ANOTHER ROUND IN WASHINGTON LATER IN JULY. 

3. WITH REGARD TO PARA 15, REF (A) (ON TECHNICAL SUBJEXTS 
AND NON-MILITARY ASPECTS), ROVIRA SAID HIS EXPERTS WOULD BE 
PREPARED TO DISCUSS THE ANNEXES ON SOFA WITH OUR EXPERTS 
BEGINNING ON MONDAY. I ALSO TOLD ROVIRA THAT THIS EMBASSY'S 
SCIENCE ATTACHE WOULD BE MEETING ON JUNE 30 WITH FOREIGN 
OFFICE DIRECTOR GENERAL OF INTERNATIONAL TECHNICAL CCOPERATION 
TO BEGIN DISCUSSIONS ON NMA. ROVIRA WAS IN FULL AGREEMENT. 

4. I STRESSED TO ROVIRA YOUR VIEW THAT WE SHOULD DO EVERY- 
THING WE COULD TO REACH AGREEMENT BY SEPTEMBER AND I EX- 
PLAINED TO HIM THE CONSIDERATIONS LYING BEHIND THIS. ROVIRA 
SAID THIS SEEMED SENSIBLE TO HIM, ALTHOUGH HE INDICATED 

THAT HE HAD TOLD THE NATIONAL DEFENSE COUNCIL YESTERDAY THAT IT 
MIGHT BE DESIRABLE TO EXTEND THE AGREEMENT UNTIL THE END OF 
THIS YEAR IN THE INEREST OF A SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF THE 
NEGOTIATIONS. I STRESSED TO ROVIRA THAT IF WE WENT BEYOND 
SEPTEMBER, THERE MIGHT BE SERIOUS PROBLEMS WITH RESPECT TO 
CONGRESSIONAL ACTION. I THINK ROVIRA FULLY UNDERSTOOD THE POINT. 

5. ROVIRA CONTINUES TO BELIEVE THAT THE PRINCIPAL POINT IN THESE 
NEGOTIATIONS MUST BE TO DEFINE A NEW RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN 
THE US AND SPAIN. HE IS VERY MUCH ATTRADCTED TO THE IDEA F AN 
IMPROVED CONSULT ATIVDE RELATIONSHIP WHICH WOULD UPGRADE THE 
JOINT COMMITTEE. HE FEELS THAT THE CONTENT OF THE AGREEMENT 

IS WHAT WILL BE THE DETERMINING FACTOR WITH RESPECT TO THE GOS 
DECISION-MAKERS. IN THIS CONNECTION, HE SAID THAT THE FINAL 
DECISIONS WOULD BE MADE BY FRANCO, ARIAS AND CORTINA AND THAT 
THE MILITARY WOULD NOT HAVE THE UPPER HAND. HE SAID HE DID NOT 
AGREE WITH THE "SQUALID’' ATTITUDE OF THOSE WHO SAW A ONE-TO-ONE 
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE LEVEL OF ASSISTANCE AND THE AMOUNT OF 
THE FACILITIES WHICH WE WOULD HA VE.L WHILE HE RECOGNIZED THAT HIS 
LATTER VIEW WAS HELD BY THE MILITARY AND CERTAIN MINISTERS CLOSE 
TO ARIAS, HE DID NOT THINK IT WOULD BE A PREVAILING ONE. IF 
WE COULD DEFINE A NEW RELATIONSHIP, EVEN THOUGH IT WOULD NOT 
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CONTAIN A SECURITY COMMITMENT, HE THOUGHT THIS WOULD DO THE TRICK. 

6. AT THE SAME TIME, THERE WAS STILL THE PROBLEM OF THE LINK 
BETWEEN US FORCES IN SPAIN AND NATO. HE SAID HE HOPED THAT 
NEXT WEEK THE US DELEGATION WOULD BE ABLE TO EXPLAIN IN VERY 
SPECIFIC TERMS THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE VARIOUS US UNITES 
IN SPAIN AND NATO. THIS WAS NECESSARY BECAUSE THE NATIONAL 
DEFENSE COUNCIL FINDS IT DIFFICULT TO RATIONALIZE THE POINT 
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THAT US FORCES IN SPAIN MIGHT IN WAR TIME AUTOMATICALLY FAL 
UNDER NATO COMMAND, THUS INVOLVING SPAIN IN A WAR, EVEN THOUGH 
SHE WAS NOT A MEMBER OF THE ALLIANCE. HE PERSONALLY THOUGHT THAT 
THE SPANISH MILITARY HD BEEN TOO HASTY IN DISMISSING THE NOTION 
OF A COMBINED DEFENSE STAFF AND I GATHER THAT HE WILL WANT TO 
EXPLORE THIS FURTHER WITH YOU. 

7. COMMENT: IT IS QUITE CLEAR THAT THERE IS A DIVERGENCE 
OF VIEW AMONGST THE SPANISH DELEGATION ON THE QUESTION OF 
FACILITIES VERSUS MILITARY EQUIPMENT. I AM NOT AT ALL PERSUADED 
THAT ROVIRA CAN WIN COMPLETELY ON THIS ONE SINCE THE QUESTION 
OF MODERNIZATION OF THE SPANISH ARMED FORCES IS A VERY IMPORTANT 
ISSUE AND ONE WHICH I KNOW TO BE REGARDED AS SIGNIFICANT BY ARIAS. 
THUS, EVEN THOUGH WE GIVE A NEW CONTENT TO US-SPANISH RELATIONSHIPS 
AS ROVIRA SUGGESTS, I THINK WE WILL STILT. HAVE TO DEAL WITH THE 
"SQUALID" BUSINESS OF GI TTTF.R R F.Z-MEI .1 .ADO'S THERMONETERS. 
UNDOUBTEDLY, CORTINA WILL CARRY GREAT WEIGHT IN THE FINAL 
DETERMINATION, BUT I FIND IT DIFFICULT TO BELIEVE THAT THE 
REQUIREMENTS OF THE SPANISH MILITARY CAN BE EASILY SET ASIDE, 
PARTICULARLY IN LIGHT OF THE ROLE THEY PLAY AND THE PROBLEMS 
THEY ARE HAVING IN THE SAHARA. 

STABLER 
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